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Dear Josh, 

You may hare in mind that the Genetic8 8oolety of America in ticember, 19%. 
voted to arrange a program at its annu& meeting in September, 1950, to 
wlebrate the semi-centennial of the founding of genetic8 as a science, A 
committee (It. C. Rum, C. L. Huskins, I, Michael Lerner, P. C. Mangelrdorf, 
and myself) was appointed to make plans for this program. The cammittee ha8 
reached the definite conclusion that the meeting in 1950 of the &n&la8 
Society is a very appropriate tias to review and assess the progress In 
genetics and its contribution to other fields in these 50 y8ar8. 

tithermore, the committee feel8 that tijir is an important occasion, not 
only for genetfas and biology, but for the progress of science generally. 
'Phere is no need to Inform you of the dfragreement in various parts of the 
world over the basic principles of genetics, nor that the freedoms necessary 
for scientific inquiry are being challenged in some countrlw. It is th8 
considered opinion of the program committee that the best answer to the anti- 
genetius propaganda, and anti-tince prepaganda, in general, is to present 
a program at this Golden Jubilee which will put principal emphasis on the 
positive aohievemente of @rustics, both theoretfcal and applied. 'phi8 sheuld 
not be done in a spirit of either boastfu&a888 or complacency, but 114Terthsle88 
rhould rtress aocompllshmentswith empha8i8 on th8 conditions of fr8edoa and 
international cooperation among scientists under which the progress wa8 mad8. 
l!To single science has a better opportunity to speak for the cause of the 
freedom of aofence in general than has genetios during this @oldon Jubilee 
mar. 

It Is proposed that the meeting8 begin with re&# attention to the hi8tOriCal 
aspects. 80~ of the principal theoretfcal and practical problems with which 
genetics has been concern8d will then be considered. It is the hepe of the 
committee that each speaker will not only indfeate the dorelopment and the 
most promising lines of advance in the fields which he survep, but will also 
speculate a little on pessibflitles for fnture thought and discovery. 

At one of the sessions at the8e meetfngs, the general topfc will be "Physiology 
of the gene". We wish you to give one of the papers at this ses8ien, at which 
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Beadle, lbphrusei , and sonneborn are also being asked to speak. 

ft see100 reasonably certain that funds will be available to put Ba a very 
worth while program of three days * duration at the meeting at Columbus, Ohio, 
September 11 to 14 inclusir8 , and to assemble the papers for an early fOrSEi1 
publication. In order to securs as wide a dirtribution as possible of this 
volume in this and other countries, it is proposed that individual rights to 
royalties be waived, and that the resultant saving8 be employed to decrease 
the pTlrCh#lS@ price Of the Volee. 

'Phe committee is sure that you will appreciate the importance of this @olden 
Jubilee program and that we all need and rhall value your participation. 
Will you kindly let me have your reply as soon as possible? 

Very truly yours, 


